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Good day Commission members,
Thank you for your time and effort in creating this Interim report, as well as
your future deliberations and final recommendations to the Legislative
Assembly of the Northwest Territories. Your recommendations will help
ensure fair democratic representation for residents of the NWT at the
territorial government level, which is an honourable and important task.
I write today to echo the sentiments of some of my fellow residents.
Although these suggestions are not likely popular, I believe them to be
important. They are both based in capacity, first that of MLAs in general,
and secondly, how one of the options for consideration in the interim report
would negatively impact the work and capacity of the Executive Council.
First, if your goal is to provide equitable representation to residents of the
territory, each MLA should represent approximately the same amount of
residents, or as least as closely as possible. I know this has been a goal of
previous Electoral Boundaries Commissions, as well as yours. As Mr.
Todd Slack noted in one of your public hearings, while it may be
unpopular, this Commission should contemplate adding another MLA and
district within Yellowknife. This would address the uneven representation
provided to a resident of Yellowknife compared to a resident elsewhere in
the territory, and would assist in bringing a Yellowknife MLA's electoral
district population closer to the average of 2,377. Currently, with 7
Yellowknife MLAs, and a restructuring of mapped districts, each of the 7
districts could comprise about 3,110 residents per district. With 8 MLAs,

this number could reduce to 2,721.
Second, I wish to echo one of the sentiments of Mr. Bill Braden from
another of your public hearings. Noting that this is out of the scope of the
Commission's recommendations, your recommendations will still have a
ripple effect on the workings of the Assembly and GNWT as a whole. Any
choice made resulting in the reduction of MLAs would both negatively
affect residents through representation as my point above, but also likely
negatively impact the workings of Executive Council (Cabinet). The
existing Cabinet has portfolio loads far exceeding those of many of their
counterparts in other jurisdictions, notably the federal government. Cabinet
members are key advocates for seeking funding that supports the
programs and services that the GNWT delivers for every NWT resident. If
MLA numbers were to reduce, it could reasonably follow that Cabinet
numbers would reduce, adding even more work to their heavy portfolios.
This would be unwise, and as such, I would consider a reduction in MLAs
as a poor choice and recommendation overall.
Third, if the Commission wishes to recommend a status quo, it is my hope
that you will seek to redraw district boundaries in Yellowknife to ensure
equitable representation to residents between these MLAs based on
current population numbers for the City.
Finally, as a proud resident of Great Slave district, I would very much like
to encourage the Commission to work with the Indigenous Languages and
Education Secretariat and the NWT Cultural Places Program, both within
the Department of Education, Culture and Employment, to seek a name for
this district that is more culturally appropriate and considerate of the
Indigenous peoples of the region.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Most sincerely,
Kate Reid
Yellowknife, NT
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